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THE PIERPONT MORGAN 
WING 

IT is a pleasure to announce the open- 
ing of The Pierpont Morgan Wing, by 
which name, as Bulletin readers know, 
the portion of the building formerly called 
the Wing of Decorative Arts has been 
officially designated. On Monday after- 
noon, June 10, from three until six o'clock 
the Trustees will receive the Members of 
the Museum and their friends at a private 
opening of the wing, and on the following 
morning the public will be admitted to the 
galleries. 

In this wing have been assembled all 
the Morgan gifts which are in harmony 
with the purpose for which the galleries 
were designed; that is, to contain European 
decorative arts, including sculpture. The 
following memorial inscription has been 
carved on a tablet conspicuously placed 
at the north end of the main hall: "The 
Pierpont Morgan Wing containing 
objects gathered by john plerpont 
Morgan — 1837-1913 — and given by him 
and his son to the metropolitan 
Museum of Art for the instruction 
and pleasure of the american people." 

In general, works of art earlier in date 
than the eighteenth century are shown in 
the galleries on the first floor of the wing; 
the eighteenth-century and later material, 
on the second floor. 

Except for the addition of the collec- 
tions of snuff boxes, vanity boxes, scent 
bottles, dance programmes, and watches 
included in the recent gift, the installation 
of the galleries on the second floor of the 
wing remains practically unchanged. The 
furniture and other examples of the French 
decorative arts of the eighteenth century, 
given to the Museum by Mr. Morgan in 
1907, continue on exhibition in the east gal- 
leries. The English and American collec- 
tions of the same period, now shown tem- 



porarily in the west galleries, are to be 
removed later to another part of the 
Museum, thus affording more room for the 
expansion of the French collection, which 
will then occupy the entire second floor. 
When these changes are made, the Le 
Breton Collection of French faience, now 
shown in Wing H, will be exhibited with 
the other Morgan gifts in this wing. 

Very considerable changes will be noted 
in the location and installation of the col- 
lections on the first floor. 

The vestibule or south gallery, first 
entered by the visitor, contains the collec- 
tion of Merovingian and related art. The 
main hall, with the great Spanish retable 
at the north end, is well seen from here, 
but the visitor who wishes to see the 
collections in chronological sequence, 
should commence with the first side gallery 
on the left. Here are exhibited the collec- 
tions of Early Christian, Byzantine, and 
Romanesque art, including ivories, enam- 
els, jewelry, and plate, and comprising some 
of the most precious objects in the Mor- 
gan Collection. 

In the next gallery are principally ex- 
hibited the rare Gothic ivories and enamels 
of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
In this and the following room are beauti- 
ful examples of stained glass and tapestries 
of the Gothic period. 

The collection of ivories is continued in 
the following gallery, which contains works 
of art of the fourteenth and fifteenth cen- 
turies. Metalwork, enamels, small sculp- 
tures in marble, stone, and wood are among 
the other exhibits of this second Gothic 
room. 

The sculptures from the Chateau de 
Biron are exhibited in the adjoining gallery. 
With these masterpieces of late French 
Gothic art are shown a few pieces of furni- 
ture and other examples of sculpture. 

Gothic sculptures in stone and wood, 
tapestries, furniture, and woodwork form 
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an interesting exhibit in the next gallery 
or north vestibule. 

The visitor now enters the main hall. 
A conspicuous feature is the Spanish ala- 
baster retable at the north end of the 
hall. The sculptures in wood or stone 
exhibited against the walls or free standing 
in the middle of the hall are mostly of the 
Gothic period. At the south end are two 



boxwood carvings and other sculpture, 
glass, ceramics, objects in crystal and am- 
ber, tapestries, and furniture. 

The exhibition of metalwork and glass 
is continued in the next room, devoted 
in the main to French furniture and wood- 
work of the Louis XIV period. With 
this gallery commences the series of 
rooms, continued on the second floor, in 
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THE PIERPONT MORGAN WING, ROOM CONTAINING THE 
SCULPTURES FROM THE CHATEAU DE BIRON 



groups of Renaissance sculpture. Tapes- 
tries and ecclesiastical vestments lend 
variety to the exhibition. 

The Renaissance material is continued 
in the first side gallery to the east, opposite 
the room of Early Christian and Byzantine 
art. This may be entered from the main 
hall. The collections in the Renaissance 
gallery are extremely varied and include 
jewels or bibelots, metalwork, enamels, 



which are exhibited French decorative 
arts of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. 

A brief Guide, with illustrations, to the 
collections of material of the Renaissance 
and earlier periods exhibited on the first 
floor of the Pierpont Morgan Wing, has 
been prepared, and may be consulted for 
a more extensive description of the newly 
arranged galleries. 




